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Prospectsfor Green and Cultural Tourism in Udryck

Summary

Udryck, a small and remote village in the Rivhe &binearing the Belarusian border, belongs totine t
zone (zone of voluntary resettlement) of Chornalmyitamination. However, when visiting the village f

a few days and residing with local residents, iswlficult to see the impact of Chornobyl on ewday

life and activity. In fact there were no obviougrs indicating the village as being Chornobyl-atféec
Like many other small and remote villages in Ukeaineconomic development remains generally low,
which is directly related to problems of poor isfraicture, access to healthcare and employment,
transportation, communication, ect. For the most, ghe morale among residents we encountered
remained high, and community members were motivededevelop the village, actively attract green
tourism to the area, and involve local youth in resivities. The community’s establishment of a ¥ou
Centre, village council’'s implementation of villaggmbols, renovation of the local school due tadfog
provided by residents, and the recent creationstfident-led volunteer group demonstrate the inspres
ability of Udryck’s resident’s to mobilize resous;@emain active, and produce successful resutisigh
community-led development.

While volunteering in the village, our primary otjwes were to increase the potential for tourism i
Udryck and the surrounding area, engaging the youtlarious activities, and supporting the usehef t
Youth Centre. Upon our arrival, we began by evahggathe prospects for green and cultural tourisih an
identifying specific points of attraction. Residiagd speaking with local villagers, interactinghwouth
and the Director of the Youth Centre, meeting Mdttal village council, and touring surrounding gree
areas allowed us to get a better sense of Udryakigue cultural heritage and natural habitat. After
touring the area, it became clear that the villagse beautiful landscapes, rich with flora, faunad a
rivers, which present opportunities for local eoaftsm. There are many well conserved spaces ffat 0
prospects for rest and relaxation, and populartegrst activities like hiking, camping, and wilfdi
observation. Udryck also offers specific pointshidtoric and cultural significance that are unigoiehe
area and worth exploring.

As part of identifying and strengthening prospdotsourism, we tried to engage the local youthmagh

as possible. To generate cultural and ecologicaremess and interest, we encouraged the use of gree
space by holding outdoor activities, included shiglén the brainstorming and design process foergre
tourism and promotion of the Youth Centre, and ambtéred tutorials that provided students the
knowledge and tools to carry-out projects on tain. Generally, students were eager and intergsted
participate and contribute their ideas, demonsiga#i sincere desire to continue with these aaivith

the future.

Despite the positive experiences during our stalytha potential for green tourism in Udryck, sigraht
obstacles to increased tourism exist. Overallviliege remains difficult to get to from major @8, has

no accommodation facilities, no markers of tourstints, low capacity for marketing, and poor
communication with other villagers in Ukraine anbr@ad. Also, points of tourism must be more
specifically defined and developed. Though wedttie address these factors during our stay, time wa
limited and we hope the community will work to oweme these obstacles so that the village can
continue to develop and flourish.
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Main objectives and tasksin Udryck
= Connecting with the Youth and creating intercultalialogue

During our stay, we held an English seminar witbalostudents to get
them active and thinking about community-led prtgdooth at school
and the Youth Centre. To get to know the students alow them to
improve their English proficiency, we organizediengc near a popular
swimming site. In a relaxed environment over lurathidents were able
to practice their English speaking skills and vadaty, as well as
communicate their interests and ideas for projeigng our stay.
Having received UNDP volunteers in the past, stixlemere well
- W acquainted with foreigners. As a result, some sttedbad impressive
English prof|C|ency and many expressed interesbimecting with international youth.

To establish a pen-pal style communication with ngolkrainians abroad, we contacted several
Ukrainian organizations in Canada. Outside Ukraane Russian, Canada has the largest number of
Ukrainian Diaspora. We are currently in the proce$scorresponding with the Ukrainian Youth
Association to find young Ukrainian-Canadians iested in participating. Connecting Udryck youth and
Ukrainian Diaspora will allow students to engagecuitural exchange, while making new friends and
contacts. Also, it can present an excellent oppdstuo practice English skills and keep young Ulkian
Diaspora culturally connected to Ukraine. This camination could take place both in English and
Ukrainian, through email or regular post dependindghe students involved.

= Promoting use of the Youth Centre and youth aatiwit

Upon our arrival, students expressed their desidetelop and produce
a school newspaper. To help them launch thisaihit, we held a
seminar at the Youth Centre with interested pandicis to develop a
newspaper concept, design, and format. Also weaiad a weekly

Cinema Club, which involved screening of a moviellofved by a

discussion session. Students were enthusiasti@riicipating in both

these projects and expressed a desire to pursmeititbe future.

= |dentifying historical and cultural heritage poifids tourism

Working with local residents, youth, and the He&the Udryck Youth
Centre, we were able to identify points of interfesttourists. Udryck
has sites of historical and religious significarsech as its public well,
which is thought to be over two hundred years dtd. water is
considered to be sacred and to have healing piepert
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= Exploring opportunities for green and eco-tourism

r Udryck is rich with natural resources, forests,ers; and wildlife,

presenting viable opportunities for green touridinere are many sites
where eco-tourism activities such as fishing, hikinswimming,
camping, and visiting wildlife and farm life carkéaplace. The village
is sparsely populated and much of its landscapeels conserved. As
part of green tourism activities, Udryck can off&itors bike rentals so
that the area can be explored in an eco-friendly. wa

= Promoting eco-tourism in Udryck

As a visitor, locating green and cultural pointsUdryck are
difficult since they are unmarked and are fairlyresu
throughout the village. In order to make thesessitaore
accessible to tourists, we created a map hightightpoints of
green, cultural, and historical signficiance. Thiap includes
the Youth Centre website and contact information tisat
visitors can obtain more information. The map his® &een
marked on GoogleMaps and can be viewed online \i&krF
http://www.flickr.com/photos/68214713@N06/620515989
o / We hope that the local community will continue seuhe map
to promote local tourlsm by posting it at railwagtions and Cultural and Tourist offices in largevs
nearby.

YApHubK cw

General Findings

For the most part, local community members dematedr considerable enthusiasm, and desire to
continue development of the village through incegiaactivities at the Youth Centre and promotion of
green and cultural tourism. As mentioned earlieanynexisting projects like renovations at the sthoo
and participation in regional cultural competitiongere made possible through funding from local
families. Based on interactions with local resideand village council, it became clear that while
residents would like to receive more funding, theg not reliant on external aid from the governnoent
other sources. As a result, residents understamdhthortance of community-led development and are
eager to push forward new initiatives to stimulgtewth. However, we found that greater communicatio
can take place between village council and locahroanity members. For instance, most of our
interaction during our stay occurred with the Heddhe Youth Centre and community members, with
village council taking minimal interest and panpiafion in our projects.

During our stay, we also observed that while tlmllgyouth remain enthusiastic, the Youth Centre was
generally underused. Many children were often ahddelping families with farming, which often left
the Youth Centre empty. Also, the computers beisgduat the Youth Centre only provide access to
computer games and have no Microsoft Office progtakiso, only one computer of the six at the Youth
Centre has Internet access, which remains slowuaneliable. On several occasions while using the
Internet, the connection was lost and could onlygm®nnected by restarting the computer. The wabigli
Internet and limited capacity of the computershat Youth Centre make projects like the Cinema Club,
school newspaper, and connecting with Ukrainianspdaa more difficult to pursue. Moreover, these
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problems have not improved in the past year asique\Oxford Volunteers reported similar problems in
2010.

In terms of opportunities for green tourism, Udryws great potential due to its beautiful landscapk
close proximity to the Belarusian border. Howeuer, successful tourism to take place significant
obstacles must be overcome. For instance, theggilia far from major cities and transportation regrmma
inconvenient and slow. This makes it less attracfiwr Ukrainians from farther distances to visié th
village. Also, Udryck should develop one specifidtaral, historical, or ecological selling point have
effective marketing of the area. For instance, whatarticular makes this village interesting anolrir
visiting? Is there an opportunity to sell specigdtpducts? Are there ways to make the Polissiatumell
experience more accessible to visitors? Whileatiites to market the village are already underwil w
the successful development of local symbols frotage council and the Youth Centre website,
continued progress in this area is required. Olettad stigma of Chornobyl does not seem to be a
hindrance to attracting more tourism, but relaterenspecifically to overcoming obstacles like poor
access to the village and poor marketing.

Recommendations for increased development and tourism

In order to continue promotion of Green and Culttoarism to Udryck and overall development of the
village we have outlined a number of recommendation

1. Increased use of the Youth Centre is importanegpkstudents active, empowered, and involved
with community projects. For these reasons it ipdrtant that students receive support and
encouragement from the Head of the Youth Centeghiers, and parents to continue initiatives
like the Cinema Club and newspaper. For examptieratudents attending universities in nearby
cities can help with these activities by downlogdiiims since they have better Internet access,
and bringing them back to Udryck for the local @ieeClub. Also, obtaining Microsoft Office
programs for the Youth Centre computers and immgVnternet access are both significant to
diversify the students’ skills in technological ammnication and research, keep them globally
connected, serve as an information source, ancsugyerall youth development.

2. To enhance the capacity to accommodate tourismdrydl, practical considerations must be
addressed. For instance, there are no signs thoatighe village marking convenience stores,
restaurants, and buildings, thus making it diffid¢al visitors to navigate the village. While using
the Tourist Map may help, signs should be placefiwllings and roads. Also, Udryck is poorly
connected to other villages, creating a great fereidhproved infrastructure.

3. To attract tourists from Ukraine and abroad, Udryldcal community-members and
administration must focus on creating one overaticept for tourism to distinguish itself from
other villages. For instance, the village of Krupdwas established a Weaving Centre, complete
with weaving training for visitors and an opportynio view traditional hand-made Ukrainian
products. Also, Lubyech has managed to attractsisuirom Belarus, Russian, and Ukraine with
the Lubyech festival. In a similar way, Udryck mdigtus on one particular product, event, or
selling point to successfully market the villagair@ntly, Udryck receives visitors for fishing in
its surrounding rivers; however, this area is highblluted. During our stay we planned to
organize a clean-up of this area with local stuslelptit could not get access to a car to take the
group to the site. We suggest that Udryck commumigynbers focus on cleaning-up the area and
encouraging use of the space with garbage binsicpiables, and lounge chairs. Making the area
more accessible and appealing can allow for theamsipn of expand outdoor recreational
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activities like swimming, biking, and camping foisitors. Udryck can also focus on one local
product that can be made available for visitor twchase. Currently the village has a small
private honey farm that can be a site for greemigoy while potentially providing tourists
something unigue to buy and take with them likedyon

Also, since Udryck has no current accommodatiorvifitors, they could offer tourists traditional
homestay experiences with local families. This fes tourists a unique opportunity to
experience “real” Ukrainian rural life with direekposure to Ukrainian food and culture. It also
serves as a form of cultural exchange, as welllagiag locals to earn extra income. Homestay
tourism can be particularly beneficial for Udryckee the village is too small to create other
forms of accommodation like hotels at the momemst.aAvhole, Udryck is quite charming, with
beautiful outdoor areas, and hospital and friemegydents that are accustomed to having visitors,
making it an ideal location for homestay travesturdent exchanges.

4. To improve the prospects of attracting touristsrydk village council and community-members
should collaborate with district heads to createatgr regional promotion. Information about
Udryck should be produced and made available atstooffices in larger cities nearby and on
their websites.

5. Udryck local administration, the Head of Youth Gentnd schools should arrange for organized
tourism with local communities in Belarus. Many dbeesidents and students have family ties,
interest in the country, and/or had travelled tdaBes. Since the border remains close, perhaps
cross-border students exchange can take placangregeater opportunities for future visits to
Udryck from abroad.
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Prospectsfor Green and Cultural Tourism in Prylisne

Summary

Prylisne is a village located in the Manevychi Raydolynska Oblast, in Western Ukraine. The village
is ideally located in close proximity to the Poliahd Belarusian border, the city of Manevychi, &d
easily accessible from an international highway @m@dR-14 road, which passes through the village T
Manevitskiy district is located primarily in forest areas, which is populated with rare speciesinias
and plants. The area also has significant watesuress with rivers, ponds, and a large natural lake
Glinskaya.

It was the first year that Oxford Volunteers ford@mobyl visited the village of Prysline, and it wasite
evident in our general reception and the overalglege abilities, attitudes, and reactions of local
community members. Prysline’s local youth expressatsiderable excitement and curiosity to meet with
a foreigner and learn about different culturesglamges, and lifestyles. However, since the locabsk
had not had an English teacher in previous yeammynolder students had fairly weak English
proficiency, with many unable to communicate in kstgat a basic level.

Furthermore, after meeting with students and teachethe local school, it was evident that rediglen
were generally unaware of our role and the objestof our work in the village. Residents were #s3
familiar with the concept of community-led develogmh projects, and often assumed that we came to the
village to provide financial aid. This made it malificult to get local youth and teachers engaged
participating in our proposed projects for greemnl anltural tourism. Ideas regarding community-led
development were also absent at the village adtratisn level. The Head of Village Council whom we
had worked with extensively, presented great idea®btaining funding for development and tourism
projects through grant proposals and public-priyvetenerships, but did not consider involving tHeole
community in development initiatives. He workedsgly with a local NGO "Community Trust", which
could potential help enhance communication anchpeship between local residents and government.

During our stay in Prysline, we helped the locdlage council research, brainstorm, and carry-out
projects with the aim of promoting green and cualtdourism. While the potential for enhanced tauris
to the village exist, the local community must supphese initiatives and become active participamt
their implementation. Greater collaboration betwesllage council, NGOs, residents, and the local
school can better ensure the success and sustiéynabthese projects. Therefore, it was importérat

in addition to helping village council with theirgposals, we also interacted with residents through
various activities to get them thinking about neayw of creating development through community-led
initiates and volunteering.

Main objectives and tasksin Prylisne
= Grant Proposal to the Cross-Border CooperationrBrogne Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2007-2013

Our primary task while working in Prylisne was tesit the Head of the Village Council to develop a
concept for green tourism in the village and corgptle initial stage of the grant proposal to thess-
Border Cooperation Programme between Poland, Belarnd Ukraine. Igor, the Village Head, had
already established a partner in Poland and loggnizations to collaborate with on the projeconal
with a location for the office in an old schoolheusn the main street in the village. Working wigjor
and a member of local NGO "Community Trust", we terthe first stage of the proposal in English,
which outlined how the tourist office would be ctrosted, the timeline for its renovation, its puspo
and objectives, target group, potential impact, andtainability. The office would offer historical,
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cultural, and geographic information to touristgaking the Volyn region and Prylisne, and woukbal
serve as a resting and/or meeting point for tragel€ourists could get maps and brochures on green
tourism, rent bikes for travelling to green sitesd purchase traditional hand-made crafts that weiee

by students at the school. Once the initial towfite is completed, it would be expanded intoentte

for Culture, Tourism, and Recreation, which woukel lised as a place for physical activities, games,
traditional craft making, and a centre for youngdren to receive psychological services. It appdhat
several children in the area experienced psychoébgelated problems and did not have access foepro
care. Therefore, the Centre could be expandedagide these services to children, while servingaas
Centre for activity for tourists and local resident

= Branding and promoting Prylisne

Since Prylisne did not have local symbols, we dexigone to help with the branding and
marketing of the village for expanding green tomi$Ve created a basic design and hope
that the village council will adopt the symbol atwhtinue to produce it, so that Prysline
* can be better recognized and promoted.

= Getting the youth engaged

In general, local residents and students seemextetissted and lacked
basic information regarding volunteering, the eamvement, and
community-lead development. In order to engagestheents, we held a
seminar at the local school where students weredagk think about ways
in which they can help with environment conservataf the area (i.e.
replanting forests, cleaning lakes, and recycling).

= Creating intercultural dialogue

At the school, we also administered English adésitwith smaller
children, practicing reading, pronunciation, andcatmulary in English.
During the seminar, we also discussed culturaledifices between
Ukraine and English speaking countries like Candlde, U.S., and the
U.K., allowing students to learn and inquire aboeatv cultures. Outside
the classroom, we participated in leisure actisitigith the students,
allowing them to practice their English and engage cultural exchange.
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= Promoting the ICT Centre

While working on the project proposal, we spent satime in the ICT
Centre and were surprised to see that it was gignily underused. In fact
from midday until closing no one came to the cetdrese the computers.
We were told that children stopped coming to thetreeas often, since
four of the five computers there were not workimgl avould not turn on.
Some younger children did make use of library ayuk tout books, which
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was encouraging. Aside from the problem with coramitwe observed that the Centre was being
underused due to that fact that it was under cocisbn. For instance, the building did not havehbadm
facilities. Also, we were told that many studerasl hnternet access at home and did not have usbhefor
ICT Centre. The Centre’s auditorium was being ubednost as a disco for the students.

Recommendationsfor increased development and tourism

In order to continue promotion of Green and Culttarism to Prysline and overall development & th
village we have outlined a number of recommendation

1.

The Prysline local administration should complete grant proposal to the Cross-Border
Cooperation Programme with Poland-Belarus-Ukraid@722013. Due to the village's strategic
location near the Polish and Belarusian border, la#idg situated close to beautiful lakes and
forests, prospects for tourism already exist. Histailpg a Centre for Culture, Tourism, and
Recreation in the village can enhance the potefatidburism by providing a place for visitors to
get information and resources, purchase goods fapéaithe region, and interact with local
villagers. Also, the Centre can provide a placetf@ community to come together and access
health and recreation services. If provided thalifug, this project should be pursued holistically,
with join cooperation and participation from comrityimembers, NGOS, and local government.
In order to provide residents with the knowleddel)ss and empowerment to bring about positive
and sustainable change, Prysline’s community-mesndleould be an integral part of promoting
and developing the region.

Similar to Udryck, Prysline must identify its pasntf interest for green tourism. In the past, the
village has taken part in organized exchanges lmtwstudents, but it must determine what
specific attractions, activities, and goods willkmanew visitors come independently. One area
that can be expanded and further developed is ittage/s lake and its surrounding area. The
lake is popular among locals and provides an idgmit for rest and recreation. Another
possibility is to make use of the village's exteesapple orchards. Perhaps the village can put
together an apple festival to connect community bensmand attract tourists.

To effectively market Prysline, the village counshould adopt local symbols and use it in
official documents and promotion materials. Thdagé must actively brand itself through
information campaigns online using sites like Wédlia, and via maps, brochures, and photos.
To help make these materials, local administratian use sites like UN volunteering to get in
touch with graphic and web designers.

Though we were unable to make headway during ait, Wrysline community-members should
pursue the possibility of working with Heifer Ukna to make use of its apple orchard. Though
some of the orchard’s land has been rented outitatp owners, most it is government-owned
and is currently unused. The land and its produe lbeen tested for radiation and have been
deemed “clean”. Thus, perhaps with support fronfédethe community can replant trees, retreat
the land, and renovate the abandoned factory thee @roduced apple juice for economic
production and enhanced development opportunities.

The renovation of Prysline’s ICT Centre buildingpsld be completed as soon as possible. The
building has a great library, computer lab, anddaiiowever, it is significantly underused. Most
of the building is currently under construction,danonsequently does not offer bathroom
facilities. After its renovation, perhaps the birlgl can also be used as a centre for other clubs
and activities to attract youth. Moreover, a tectar should be brought to repair the four broken
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computers, since many students have stopped goithg 1CT Centre. Prysline also could benefit
greatly from providing information technology traig at the ICT Centre for staff, residents, and
local administration with poor computer skills. Foestance, some members of the village council
were unable to type on the computer, use computagrams, and navigate the Internet. It is
important to build upon these skills to enhance dtapacity of local residents to obtain

information online, stay connected, and pursueréutpportunities for increased tourism and
development.



